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Cx.) 
' The Unreaſonableneſs and Impiety 


POPERY 


ln a Second Letter written upon the Diſcovery 
> of the Late PLOT. 
\ ; 


) SIR, 
Ou are pleaſed to tell me that my laſt Letrer has 
\ had ſome good effe 3 and that many who were 
before carried away with the falſe colours of the 
Romiſh Religion, are now a little awakned, and 
ſeem not unwilling to examin things, which they took 
formerly upon truſt : and therefore you deſire me, ſince 
pu are not Maſter of ſo much ſpare time your ſelf, to 
Fir down the moſt material and convincing reaſons, and 
in as few words as may be, that are moſt likely to open 
the eyes of honeſt and ſimple perſons, that have been hi- 
therto miſled, and are now willing to be inſtrufted. 
In all fuchcaſes I firſt conſider the temper of the per- 
{ons to be dealt with : Suchas take up their Religion out 
of intereſt or humour, and think it point of honour to 
continue 1a it, and ſo will examine nothing are not to be 
ſpoken to. Others chat are naturally ſuperſtitious and 
credulous, are very hard to be wrought on ; for they be- 
lieve every thing that is ſaid on the one hand, and di- 
ſtruſt all that is told them by any body elſe. Some of 
thoſe have a vanity in coming totalk with Divines, but 


it is an endleſs labour todeal with them ; for at every 
A 2 time 
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(2) 
time one muſt begin of new. But the only. perſons to be 
dealtwith, are thoſe that aze ſincere and inquiſitive, that 
having been bred in that Religion, or brought over to it 
by ſome ſpecious pretences, are now willing to hear rea- 
ſon, and reſolved to follow it wherever they find it. And 
therefore in the firſt place, their minds muſt be diſinga- 
oed from theſe nnjult prejudices, that they conceive of 
our Religion : and ſuch juſt prejudices muſt be offered 
them againſt the Romiſb Religion, as may at leaſt beger 
in them ſome jealoufies concerning it, by which they. 
may be brought ſo far, as to think the matter ſuſpict- 
ous. TIfthen there be ſuch reaſons offered them, for ſuſ- 
ſpeQting foul a their Prieſts and Church, as 
would make them ſu _ an Attorney, Phyſician, or any 
other perſon with whom they were to deal, they will 
be prepared to hear reaſon ; which isall 'that-we deſire : 
and upon this Head theſe following Conſiderations may 
be laid before them. 

z, Allpeople that pretend to great Power-and 'Do- 
minion over our conſciences, are juſtly to be ſuſpeCed. 
If any man deſigned to make himſelf Maſter of any 
of our other Liberties, we would examine his Title, 
and ſuſpeft all: his other motions, when we ſee they tend 
to ſubjeAus to him: Therefore a Church that deſigns 
to keep all her Votaries under an abſolute obedience, is 
my to be ſuſpeQed : and our Church that pretends to 
no ſuch power, is more likely to deal fairly. . 

2, A Church that _ to keep her Members in ig- 
nROrance, is more to be fuſpeQted, *than a Church that 
brings every thing to.a fair Trial: A Church that denies. 
the uſe ofthe Scriptures-in a known tongue, except to 
a few, and wfaps up their Worſhip in a 9 age that 
8. not underſtcad,” is.reaſonably. to be ſufpefted, more 
than a Church:that gives the free. uſe of the Scriptures w 
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all perſons, and worſhips God in a Language, which the 
people underſtand. 

3. A Church whoſe Opinions tend to engroſs the 
Riches of the world to its Officers, is more to be ſuſpe- 
Qed; than a Church that pretends to nothing but a com- 

tent maintenance of the ſeveral Officers in it. The 

edeeming. Souls out of Purgatory, and the Enriching 
the Shrines, or Reliques of Saints, Pardons, Jubilees, 
and many. more Tenets of the Church of Rome, are ſo 
calculated: for enriching their Societies ; that every cau- 
tious man muſt needs ſuſpe& ſome deſign in it: which. 
he cannot charge on a Church that has none of theſe 
Arts to get money. 

4. A Church that has carried on its Deſigns, by the 
moſt diſhoneſt methods poſſible, the forging of Wri- 
tings, and Deeds, of Miracles, Viſions, Propheſics and 
other things of that Nature, is more juſtly to be ſuſpe- 
Qed, than a Church that cannot be charged. with any 
ſuch practices. The Forging ſo many Epiſtles for the 
Popes of the firſt: Ages, which are now by tliemſelves. 
confeſt to be Spurious, with many other Forgeries, were 
the Engines by which the Papal Power was chiefly ad- 
vanced, The Legends = 3 Extravagant.. Fables of 
which they are now aſhamed, were the chief Motives of 
Devotion for many Ages. And by theſe, Saints and I- 
mages were ſo much magnified, and Monafteries ſo en- 
riched. A Noted Liar after a Diſcovery is. na more ta 
be truſted. | ; 

- $. Any that conſiders the preſent State of. Rowe, the. 
manner of EleQting Popes, the PraQices of that Court, 
and the Maximes they. move by, muſt ſee that every 
thing there is ſecular, corrupt, and at beſt direQted by 
rules of Policy. But to fanſfie the . Holy Ghoſt can come 
upon-any ElteQion ſo managed, as their own —_— 
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that is, is the moſt unreaſonable thing that can be deviſed. 
Therefore a Church that neither pretends ſohigh, 'nor 
can be charged with ſuch proceedings, 1s.more likely to 
be the true Church. 

6. A Church that teaches Cruelty againſt poor Inno- 
cent peaple, that defer in opiaion 3 and ſets 0n Plots , 
Confpiracies, and Rebellion againſt Prifces ,- that are. 
jadged Herericks, 15 more likely to be corrupted, than 
a Church that is ſo merciful, as to condemn all capital 
proceedings for difference of Opinion, | and teaches an 
abſolute Submiſſion tothe Soveraign Power, even when 
it perſecutes and opprefles them. 

7. A Church that is falſe to her own Principles, is not 
ſo likely to Inſtru&t her members aright, as a Church 
that is 1n all things conſiſtent to her elf. The great 
Foundation of their Doctrine, is, That there mult be a 
ſpeaking Judg to decide all Controverſies : Now they 
have no ſuch Judg, for it is not of Faith, that the Pope 
is this Judg, or is Infallible : And for a general Council, 
they have had none theſe x12. years, nor are they like 
tq ce anotherin haſt. So they have no Speaking tnfalli- 
ble Judg among them. And thus they deceive people 
by a falſe Pretence : whereas we appeal to nothing, bur 
what we really have-among us, which are the Scrip- 
tures. | | 
- 8. A' Church that appeals to Marks, which are not 
poſſible to-be ſearcht our, is more likely to miſlead peo- 
ple, thana_ Church that pretends to nothing but what 
can be certainly proved. The great thing they appeal to. 
is the Conſtant Succeſſion of the Biſhops of Rome, and 
their orher Paſtors. This cannot be known, - no not 
by a probable conjeAture. But there are on the contra- 
ry, as great grounds for Hiſtory to deny 1t in the See 


of Rome, as in any other Ancient See whatſoever : but 
y > though 
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though they have it, both the Greet Cliurch, and our 
Church has it likewiſe. | 

Theſe are ſuch plain things, and the Truth of them 
is ſo notorioully known, that I ſhould ask any of that 
Communion, whether upon the like reaſons he would 
not be Jealous of any perſon or fortgof perſons whatſoe- 
ver? And if theſe grounds of jealouſfie would work in 
other mattcrs, it is much more reaſonable, that they 
ſhould take place in matters of Religion; In which as 
an Error is of far greater Importance ; So Impoſtors in 
all Ages have {tudied to make gain by Religion. There- 
fore it is moſt juſt upon theſe violent preſumptions, to 
look about us, and take care we be not cheated. 

But before I would deſcend to particulars, there is 
one General prejudice that works moſt univerſally, on 
weaker minds to' be reinoved, which is, that the true 
Church cannot Erre. It then it be made appear unan- 
fwerably, that the true Church may Erre, and that in a 
moſt weighty Paint, all theſe Arguments fall to the 

round, 3152X9 20 

That the 'Church!. of 'the: Fews, in our Saviours days 
was the true Church, cannot be denied; for our Saviour 
owned it to be fach. | He joyned with chem in their wor- 
ſhip, He ſent rhe: Lepers to the Priefty: He: commanded 
them to bear..the DoAots that fate _ Chair; and 
himfelf acknowledged: the High Prieft, This 3s ſuffict- 
ent to prove that it was the true Church, and yer this 
Church erred,:an a moft Important point, whether Je- 
ſas Chriſt. was the true Meſhas,.mm: whomtheProphes 
cies were fulfilled or not ? they Judged falfly :: The High 
Prieſts with all the Sanhedrm, declared him a Blaſphe- 
mer, and condemned him guilty of Death. Here the 
true Church expounds the-Scriptures fallly, and erred ia. 
the Foundation of Religion, F 2:1 | - _ 
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And it is well known, that the cluef arguments which 
they of the Romiſh party bring to prove, that a*Church 
cannot Err, do agree as well to the Jew!ſb, as the Chriſti- 
an-Chburch : the one being the true Church, under that 
diſpenſation, as. well as the other is now. If then this 
Deciſion made by the true Church in Chriſts time, did 
not oblige all in that Church, to go on in that er- 
ror, but private perſons might have examined their Sen. 
tence, and depart from them upon it; then upon the 
{ame reaſons, though we acknowledge the Church of 
Rome a true Church, yet we may examine her Do- 
Arines, and ſeparate from her errors. Thus grand pre- 
judice being thus removed, there are two things in the 
next place to be laid before them. + 

One is, that the Scriptures, being acknowledged to 
come .from Divine Inſpiration, on all hands, can only 
decide the Controverſies among us: and the places I 
ſhall make uſe of, ſhall be cited according to the Dowasy 
Tranflation,to which,being made by themielves,they can- 
Not Except. | 

Another is, that a man muft judg of things as they 
appear _ to his reaſonable Faculties. It is a- 
gainſt all realon to ſay that becauſe it is poſſible for a 
man to be miſtaken, therefore he ought to doubt his 
Judgment in things that are clear to him. This muft 
turn a man Sceptical both to all Religions, and all the 
concerns of human life : Therefore every man muſt fol- 
low his Judgmeat, when after a diligent Inquiry, any 
thing appears plain to him. . 

And now to come up cloſe to thoſe of that perſwaſiog, 
they are to conſider, that the chief parts of Religion 
are, Firſt, Articles of Faith : Secondly, Rules of Life : 
Thirdly, The worſhip of God chiefly in the Sacraments : 
And Fourihly, The Government of the Church. , If 

cacn 
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chen. in every one of theſe Heads, the Church of E+ 
gland agrees clearly -with-the Scriptures, and the Church 
of - Rome does eirher manifeſtly contradict chem, 'or dif- 
fers matterially from them, in all theſe points, in which 
we and they difter; then the Reſolution of rhe Queſtt- 
on, Whether a- man ought to joyn bimfelf co our 
Church, ortheirs?. will be eafily made. 
.. For Articles of Faith, if either the Apoſtles Creed or 
the Creeds of the Firſt 4. General Councils, contain 
a juſt abſtraQ of the Faith; then we who receive every 
Article ia theſe Creeds, do agree more exaQly to the 
Apoſtolical DoQtrine, than they who have added many 
new Articles tocheir Creed. - 

The chief Article of Faith, is, The Covenant made 
between God and Man through Fe/as Chrift, by which 
upon - the Account of his Merits and Interceffion, all 


who follow the Rules. of the Goſpel, may expett the I”, 
Bleſſings of it 5 both here, and hereafter. Pennance to Att 20. 21. 


ward God, and Faith towards, our Lord Jeſus Chriff, 
being the conditions upon which we hope for Eternal life. 
This we plainly reach, without Addition or Change : 
But in how 'many things have they departed from this 
Simplicity of the Gofpel ? Firf, Ta teaching People to 
addreſsro God, for the Merits and by the Interceſſton of 
the Saints: From whom theſe things areasked, for which 
the Scriptures dire&t us'only-ro God and Chrift.- "Amid: 
in. the. very words pronounced after abfolution, The Me- 
rits of the Bleſſed Firgia and the Szints, are joined with 
the paffion of Chriſt; as the grounds on which 
we . obtain pardon of Sin, Gracg, and Eternal 
life." Secondly, iTn perſwading People, That a Simple 
attrition with the. uſe of the Szeraments, without any 
real converſion of the Soul or change of life, is ſufficient 
to Salvation. Thirdly, In perſwading People , _ 

B there 
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there is a Communication of the Merits of Saints.co 
other Perſons, though the Scriptures mention; only the 
Communication of Chriſts Merits. Fourthly, by Teach- 
jng that tho our ſins are pardoned thorough Chriſt ; yer, 
there are terrible and long laiting torments to be. en- 
dured in another State. F:frly, that ſaying Maſſes, and 
going of Pilgrimages can-Redcem from thele. Now ia 
all theſe, the ewe chief Deſigns of the Goſpel are plain- 
ly contradicted :: Which be; Firft, To Change our 
hearts and: lives: Secondly , To perſwade us to a hum- 
ble Dependance upon- Chriſt, and an high acknowledg- 
ment ot him : But theſe DoCtrines of theirs as they ſhew 
” us 2 way to be ſure of Heaven, without a real Con» 
verſion ; fo they take off ſo much from Faith in Chriſt 
as they carry us to truſt to ſomewhat elle. 

Theſe are Errors of t Importance : Since-they 
corrupt the Fountain, and overthrow the chief defign of 
the Chriſtian Keligion. They are alſo late devices 
brought in, in the dark and ignorant Ages. 

No mention is made of praying to Saints, in-any An- 
cient Licurgie. There is a great deal againſt it in the 
moſt Ancient Authors. And though in- the Fourth 
Century, upon the Converſion of many Heathens to 
the Chriſtian Faith, to humour them in their conceic, 
of ſome Intermedial Apents, between the. Divinity and 
. us Martals, there was a Reverence for the Saints ſet up, 
te drive out the worſhip of thoſe Secondary Deities; 
yet, this was no direQ Adoration, though they then be- 

an to uſe Rhetorical. addreſſes to Saints like prayers; 
et, even in Gregory the. Great his time (in the-begin- 
ning of the Seventh Century ) we find no Prayers made 
to- them. in all his Licurgies And for the Belief of a 
fimple Attrition being ſufficient with the Sacrament, no 
hody ever: dreamed of it, before the Schoolmen found 
out 


(9), 


out the Diſtinftion, between Arrrition and Contrition 
in the later Ages. For the Communication of the Me- 
rits of Saints, the whole Fathers in one voice, ſpeak only 
of the Merits of Chriſt being Communicated to us. The 
Fryers firſt invented it, to invite People at leaſt to die 
in their habits, by perſwading them, that all the merits of 
the Saiiits of their Order, were ſhared among the 
whole Order. And for Redeeming out of. Purga- 
tory, the firſt Four Ages knew nothing of it. In 
the beginning of the Fifth Century St. Auſtin plainl 

ſpeaks of it as an Opinion which ſome had taken up wit 

out any ground, aud that it was no way certain, nor 
could we ever be ſore of it. And though in Gregory the 
Great's time, the Belief of it was pretty far advanced ; 
yet, the Trade of Redeeming out of it, by ſaying Maſ- 
es for Departed Souls was not even then found 


kf, 
| $o that all theſe are both groſs Errors, and late Inven- 
tions. . 
The next Branch of Religion, is the Rule of human 
life ; which one would think could be taken from no 0- 
ther Standard ſo certainly, as the 10. Commandments : 
and the Expoſitions given of theſe in Scripture, chiefl 
our Saviours Sermon on the Mount, Let Malice it ſelf 
appear, to Declare wherein our Church ſtrikes at any 
of theſe : or Teaches men to diſobey even the leaſt of 
them. Ifthen our Rule of life be exaCtly the ſame ; with 
that which the cg gs ut hg weare ſafe as to this, 
which may be well called, The moſt important» piece of 
Religion. For it is to be conſidered That God making 
man after his own Image, the end of his Creation was, 
that he might be made like God. The Attributes of 
God to be Imitated, are Goodneſs, Mercy, Juſtice, 
Wiſdom and Truth. And.it is _— that the Deſign! of 
? C- 
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Revealed Religion was to give men clearer Notions'of 
theſe Moral perfeQions, to preſs them by ſtronger Ar- 
guments, and encourage cur Endeavours by ſuitable Re- 
wards and puniſhments. Sothat if any Religion contra- 
dit theſe Moral Duties, we are ſure it is falſe ; for 'the 
Revelation of God's will muſt be deſigned ro make us 
better than we would otherwiſe be, following barel 
the Light of Nature, and not worſe. If then the Churc 
of Rome over-throws Morality, and contradiQts any. of 
the Ten Commandments we are ſire it is not of God. 
And how far it has done this, they may judge by theſe 
Particulars. 

Firſt, Whatever Church offers cheap and eafie pardons 
for ſin, does take off ſo much from our ſenſe of the evil of 
fin. We cannot have a very illopinionof anything that 
isealily forgiven, Now what are the Popes Pardons, In- 
dulgences, Jubilees, Priviledged Altars, the going of 
Pilgrimages, the ſaying of ſome ColleAs, the wearing of 
Agnus Der's, Peebles, or other fuch like traſh, but {6 
many Engines to root out of mens minds any deep hor- 
rour or great ſenſe of fin. Is not this the very thing which 
the People of the Fews of old offered at, to bring Thou- 
fands of Rams, Ten Thouſand Rivers of Oyl, their 
Furſt born, or the fruit of their Body, - to offer for their 
fins ? All. which were rejeRted in the name of God in 
theſe words, I will ſhew thee O man what is gvod, and 
what our Lord requireth of thee : Verily to do Tudgment , 
and to love mercy , and ts walk ſolicitous with thy God. 
This is a Moral matter and unchangable ; therefore who- 
ever go to beat n the ſenſe of fin, by the offer of Par- 
don, on any other terms, but the fincere change of a 
mans life, deſtroy Morallity, which is the Image of God 
in man. If from this general Conſideration we deſcend 
to Examine the Commandments in particular, we — 


(a!) 
uber enotgh for b; fevers Cliayge againſt their 
uroh!: o 428! 11:5 114 | , 
Is not the Firſt Commandment broken when Deyo- 
tions are offered ro Saints which Import their being Ors- 
niſcient , Omnaipreſent: «ud Almighty; that are the In- 
communicable Attributes of the God-head : and whea 
pardon of fin, preſervation, Grace againſt Temptations, 
and Eternal life, are i;nmediately begged from Saints. 
It is true, they ſay the ſence of 'thelg- prayers, is onl 
that we deſire chieir aſſiſtance at Gods hands for theſs 
bleſſings. But the words of their Offices import no ſuch 
matter. And tboughfor aboye One Hundred and Sixty 
Years theſe things baye been complained of ; .andin the 
Corxe&tion of their Offices; fome of chem wereaſtour ; 
yet, many of them do ſtill continue ; la which the plain 
{erice of the words 'of their 'Offices 'is Idolatrous : 
Only they make a ſhift with another and forced ſence 
put on. tliem, to defend chemſelves ;;from: char charge. 
And for. \uch Devotions they can thew ape, 6 
the firſt Thouſand years-afrcr Chr: 1+ 30 3 
The Secovd Commandment; is fo openly' and ,confel- 
fedly broke by them, that many of them maintain; it 
does not all oblige Chriſtians : but belonged. enly to 
the Jewiſh Difpealarion.; AndinallgheirGatechiſmsir 
is left out,, which was done- very. wilely ;, ( with what 
honefty let them anſwer) for it was- not fix the people 
ſhould look 6n that as a Commandment, which they 
aw ſo. notonioufly broken: throughout -their whole 
Church: A-grear trade being alfo driven by the breach 
ofit. Thatthys was not in the Primitive Church, them- 
ſelves confeſs : all the Books the Fathers wrote againſt 
the Idolatry of the Heathens, demonſtrate this. Nor 
were Images ſa much as ſst up in- Churghes before the 
Sixth Century. ' And. then care was taken _ 
ou 
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ſhould not be wafſhipped ; and not before the Fighth 
Century were they worſhipped in any place ofthe Chri- 
ſtian Church. 

The Do&rine of the Popes power of Relaxing of 
Oaths, and diſcharging men from the Obligation bf 
them, joyned with the practice of their Popes for above 

ears, is as formal an Oppoſition tothe Third Com- 
mandment as can be Imagined. This was alſo begun in 
the Eighth Century. 

The -vaſt multiplication of Holy=days, made the 
Obſervation of the Lords day of neceſlity flacken. 

They have deſtroyed the Order of Societies, eftabli. 
ſhed in the Fifth Commandment ; by the Power they 
allow the Pope to Depoſe Princes, and abſolve Subje&s 
from their Alleageance. 

-They teach the murdering and burning all Hereticks, 
that is to ſay, all that will not ſubmit to their Tyranny : 
by which Infinite numbers of Innocent perſons have been 
murdered, againſt the S;x+h Commandment. And theſe 
two DoQtrines of depoſing Princes, and putting Here- 
ticks to death, were abhorred by the Church for the 
firſt Eight ages, and were brought in by the Popes ſince 
that time. 

"The frequent praftice of the Court of 'Rome, in 
pranting Divorces, on the pretence either of Spiritual 

indred, or of Degrees not forbidden , either by the 
Law of Nature, or the word of God, and a'lowing ſe- 
cond Marriages to both Parties, upon ſuch: Divorces, is 
an ayowed breach of the Seven;h Commandment. 

The ſetting on, ſome Princes to Invade other Princes 
in their juſt Rights, is the DoQtrine, as well as it has 
been the praQtice of their Church for ſome Ages. And 
as their Popes have wreſted, many Territories from 
Temporal Princes, ſo for many Ages they fer on —_ 
ic 
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lick Robbery againſt the Eizb:5 Commandment. 
- The Dodtrine of Equivocating, both taught, and 
praiſed, the breaking of fafe Conduds; ang publick 
Faith decreed by their, General Councils, ts alſo againſt 
vhe NVineb Commandment. | 

For the Tenth 1 ſhall ſay nothing of ir, becauſe the 
meaning of it is net ſo generally: agreed:on. But thus 
we ſee all the Rules of Morality! are coatradifted: by 
that Church. | 

It might be juſtly added to ſwell up this Charges 
that of late there have been Do&trines publiſhed to the 
world by the approved Caſuiſts of that Church, -with 
Licence, which ſubvert all Juſtice,” deſtroy all ſecurity, 
and take away the moſt (acred ties of mankind. By the 
Doarines of Probability, and of Ordering the Intention- 
aright, there is no.crime how black :ſoever; but a man 
may adventure on it with a good conſci Theſe 
things were long and ot am them, withs 
out any Cenſure. And when many*of the French Cler- 
gy complained of theſe at the Courtof Rome (perhaps 
more out of ſpite to the Jeſuits; thanzeal for the, Truth 
it was long before theſe fo juſt Remonſtrances, were 
heard. Andin conclufionatrifling Cgnſure-was paſt on 
them : by which they were declared Scends/ows ( neither 
Impious, nor Wicked) and all: were forbidden to teach 
them any mare, but they ſtand yet, in the Books for 
merly publiſhed with Licence. | 


ter all theſe particulars, is it to bewondered at, if 
dag of _—_ of ny Cs vitiated, when 
their DoCtrine.is ſo corrupted, | mp 
generally worſe than prin gr xcolngy ry thus the Se- 
cond point -is made good, that.in our Church, we teach 
the lame Rules of ' Living that are in the Scriptures, 
which are groſly cometh 


y their Dodrines, 
The 
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The Thirs Branch: of the Chriſtian Religion .& tha 
Warſhip of Ged and that obicfly' the uſe of the Sdcra- 
ments. Forthe/Worthip of God, letic be conlideredthac 
We pray to God; and ptaiſe.bim only, for all theſe' things 
_ which _ Scriptures command -= to addreſs ra 
im. | Qur! worſhip 4s in a Language that all che people 
underſtand ,.and. & are .cdiheg by it: according Fo Be. 
Pasl,, 'who: ax enlarged. {o! tnuch dn /this matter; ina 
whole Chapter, that it is ſtrange, how any whoacknow- 
ledg the Authority of that Epiftle, can'deny it. | Our Li- 
turgies are ſuch, that the Romaoniſts cannot except to 
ay: part of' them ; 'Our ceremames are few, and! theſe 
be iboth! decent 28d- uſeful : So rharcin all che of 
our Worſhip, we do fo exaQly agree to the Rule of the 
Scriptures,. and the Primitive Church, that they cannor 
blame us for any one Rubrick 'or Collett in it. | But for 
ond 9eryy 4. 1t> &-49:a Language mot: underſtaod by 
the people: Who wo; be fare can; reteiveno' Edification, 
frony that 'they underſtand. by; nor canthey' ſay 4men 


ro-fuach Devotions: This is as it 'were 4n fpite-to St. 
Pas, who took tpeci} care 'thart'as bong as thus Autho- 


rityxwvasimany:eſtoed iibeChorich Juchdnabuſc ſhould 
never creepintb: qt) : Nor:isthere a thadovy of. Authori. 
ry for" ſuch 'a-prattice, from: the Prinnitive Church, in 
which for many Ages, the Worſhip was ſtill in the yul- 
gat es: £1 157 basft yolr 3h oo 

Next their Worſhip is I withimany Rites 
and: Ceremonres, that the fevibuſnets) of Devotion muſt 
needs be-much- alloyed dy thenn.:.- A*grear part of the 
Worthip' s ſo whiſpered, as 'if they were. muttering 
Spells. - Their Books of Exorcifinsarethe moſt indecent 
things thar can be :: full of:Charmsaad other Tidigttious 
Rites. [And for the - Poxtifizal. and Ceremoniat of their 
Church, they may. match with Heathenifan for Superſti- 
| tion, 
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tion. Their Offices are ſo- various, and numerous, and 
the Rubricks ſeem ſo tull of diſorder, that a man may as 
ſoon learn a Trade, as know all the ſeveral parts of them. 
How this can be reconciled to the Simplicity ot the Gol- 
pel, or the Worſhipping God in ſpiric and truth, nay 
be eaſily judged by. choſe: who can compare chings. 

For the Sacraments, we have the Two thar Chrilt In- 
ſticuted, Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper; And for Pen- 
nance, Confirmation, Ordination and Marriage, we have 
them alſo among us, as they were appointed by Chrilt 
and his Apoſtles: though we. do not call theſe Sacra. 
ments. For Extream Unction we find no warrant at all 
for it, as a {acred Orflinance : and we are {ure the Church 
for many Agesdid not think of it. For Baptilin it is done Mr. 28. 19. 
among us, 1n the very Form our Saviour appointed: and 
this they donot deny. Butamong them they cannot be al: 
ſured that they areat all Baptized : fance according to che 
Dodrine of the neceſſity of the Intention of the Prieſt, 
to the Being of a Sacrament, they cannor be aſſured of 
it: for an Atheiſtical Prieſt can {poil their Baptiſm, ſo 
that unleſs they can be certain of that, which is impoſſivle 
for them to know, I mean the Intention of the Prieſt, 
they are not ſure that they were ever truly Baptized. 

But for the Lords Supper, if any perſon will. ſo far 
truſt his own Reaſon and :ſenfes; as to compare all rhe 
Warrants we have it Scripture for that Ordinance, wich 
the Praftice of our Charch and theirs, they will ſoon 
ſee who agree moſt to' them. Chr:ft took Brexd which Mar. 26.25, 
he bleſſed | and gave, ſaying, | This is my Body vhich ig 27.28: ver. 
giveh for you. Healfo the Chalice and ſaid, Drank ye + 
al: of it,) &c; ' All this we :doe, and no more, {o thatit 
isindeed, a Communion among. us ; and thoſe who. have 
read the account that Feſtiv Mzrtyr gives us of the Rites 
in the Communion in his days, would think he-were 

F} C reading 


— —  - - 
— = — ==_—<— oi WP 


Keb. 9. 26, 28. 


(16) 
reading the very Abſtract of our Office. But in the 
Church of Rome, beſides the leds material things, of the 
Form of the Bread, the Conlſecration of Altars and Veſ- 
ſels, with the numberleſs little devices in the Canon of 
the Maſs, that they ſeem. not of ſuch importance 
let theſe confiderable changes they have made be looked 
into. 

x. They have brought in the DoQrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, againſt the cleareſt Evidence both of ſenſe and 
reaſon, againſt the nature of a Sacrament, and its bein 
a Memorial of Chriſts Death, and that by the very words 
of Conſecration, the Bread and Wine are Chriſts Body 
and. Blood, as the one was given for a, and the other ſhed 


for ws, on the Croſs : and not as he isnow at the Right 


hand:of God. The belief of this crept in by degrees, 
from the eighth Century, in whick:it was firſt ſet on foot, 
but much contradicted: both in the Exfern and Weſtern 
Church : and was not fully fetled tilt the x 3th Century. 
We are ſure it was. not the Dottrine of the Chur. 
ches of Rome, Conſtantinople, Afia, Antioch, nor Africk in 
the'5th and 6th Centuries, by expreſs. Teftitmonies:from 
the moſt eſteemed Authors of that time, Ge/aſiws, Chry- 
ſoſtom, Ephrem, Theodoret, and St. | 

2, They deny the Chalice to the Laity againſt the ex- 
preſs words of the Inſtitution; and contrary both. to: the 
Poftrine and Tradition of the:Chutch for 1300 years. 

3. They have declared the Prieſts _ Maſs, to be 
an Expiatory Sacrifice for: the Dead, and the Living, 
though the Scripture plainly lays, That Chriſt why once 
offered for. us. It is true the Primitive Churchufſed the 
words Sicriffce and 'Oblution-as our Church yerdoes, bur 
their meaning by that, was: only. in. the: general' ſenſe of 
theſe terms, as Prayers, Phaikes, and: Allms are called Sa- 
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4. They have brought in a new piece of Worſhip, 
which is the hearing of Maſs, without receiving the 5a- 
crament : and it is now the great Devotion of their 
Church. Though by the Iaſtiturion, it is as expreſs as can 
be, that the Conſecration is only in order to its being 
a Communian. And by the Apaſtolical Canons, which 
ſome in their Church believe to be the work of the Apo- 
{les, and are by them all acknowledged to be a Colle- 
ion of the Rites of che firſt Ages, all perſons that were 
preſent at the bs. and did not communicate were 
to be ſeverely cenſured. hs 

5- The adoring the Sacrament, the expoſing it on the 
Altar, and carrying it about in ſolemn Proceffions, ro be 
worſhipped, as they are late Taventians ; ſo.if Tranſub- 
ſtantiatien be not true, they are by their own confefſion 
the grofſeſt Idolatries that ever were, 

And are not theſe conſiderable variations from the firſt 
Inſtitution of this Sacrament ? | 

As for their own Sacraments, though there is no rea- 
ſon to ” 6 them, to eiaher of theſe that were inſtituted 
by Chriſt ; ret fame of them weuſe, astliey were ar firſt 
appointed. Perſons Baptized, are Confirmed with Im- 
policion of hands, the only Ceremony uſed by the A- 

es. | 

We allow the uſe.of Conteflion, ani} dopreſs it in ma- 
ny cafes 3 and. give. the benefit of Abſolution': bur we 
do'not makethis an Engiace ſcrew; penples ſecrers from 
them. For which there s ao wagrant in Scripture ; 
nor was it thought neceſſary for many Ages after the 
Apoſtles, Contelſiog of pullickScapdals was enj | 
and, for private ſigs.is, was yeqommanded:: but this latter 
wag rot judged fimply neceflary for abtaining the pardon 
of fin. Ard what. noiſe foever they make of the good 


chat Confeſſion, - and the enjoyniog of Pennznce, may = 
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if well managed, we need only appeal to ſome of 
their own belt Writers, now in France, whether as they 
have been practited, they have not rather driven all true 
Piery our of the world. If theſe abuſes had been only 
the faults of ſome Prieſts, the blame could not have been 
juſtly caſt on their Church ; but whea the publick Rules 
given toContefſors, printed with Licence, are their war- 
rants for ſo doing, then their Church is in fault. © So 
that nothing is more common among them , than for 

rſons after a confe(lion made of their Ros, with a ſlight 
—_—_ and ſome trifling pennance undergone, together 
wichthe Prieftly Abſolution, to fancy themſelves as clean 
from all ſio, as it they had never offended God. And this 
being the Doftrin of their Church, it both leſſens the 
ſenſe of ſin, and takes men off from making ſuch earneſt 
——_ to God through Chriſt, as the Goſpel com- 
mands. | 

For Orders they are among us with the ſame Rites 
that Chriſt and the Apoſtles gave them firſt : And a learn- 
ed Man of their own Church has lately publiſhed the 
moſt ancient Forms of Ordinations he could find : From 
which it appears, that all che Ceremomies in 'their Or- 
dinations, for the want of which they accule us, were 
brought in ſince the eighth Century : ſothat even by their 
own Frinciplestheſe things cannot be neceflary to Or- 
dination, otherwiſe there were no true Orders in the 
Church for the-firſt eight Apes. 

For Marriage we honour 'it as Gods Ordinance ;. and 
fince the Scriptures declare it honourable i all, without 
exception, we dare deny it to none who defire it. St. 
Paul delivers the- Duty' of Clergy-men towards their 
Wives, with Rules for their Wives behaviour, which had 
been very impertinent- if Clergy-men might have no 
Wives. Wefinda married Clergy in the rt ten Cen- 

: turies : 
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turies : And we know by what baſe Arts the Czlibate of 
the Clergy was brought in ; and what horrid ill efeas 
it has produced. Neither do we allow of any devices to 
hinder Marriage, by degrees of kindred not prohibited in 
the Law of God, or th2 trade that was long driven in 
oranting Diſpenſations in thoſe degrees, and afterwards 
annulling theſe, and avording the Marriages that followed 
upon them, upon ſome pretences ot Law. | 

Thus it appears, how they have corrupted the Do- 
= of the Sacraments, together with the Worſhip of 
God. 

The laſt head of Religion is Government ; and as to 

this, we can challenge any to ſee what they can except 
tous. Firſt in reference to the Civil Power, we declare 
all are bound for conſcience ſake to obey every lawful 
Command of the Supream Authority, and to ſubmir 
when they cannot obey. We pretend tono Exemption 
of Clarks from the Civil Juriſdition, but give tv Ceſar 
the things that are Ceſars, We donot obey the King only 
becauſe he is of our Religion : muchleſs do we be of 
Conſpiracies or Rebellions upon ourjudging him an_He- 
retick, ſo that we deliver no DoQtrin that can be of any 
ill conſequence tothe Society we live in; 
And for the Eccleſiaſtical: Government we have Bi-+ 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, rightly Ordained, and in 
their due ſubordination to one another z.every one ad- 
miniſtring theſe Offices due to his FunQion, which has 
"been the Government of the Chriſtian- Church , ſince 
the times of the Apoſtles. So that we have a clear vo» 
cation of Paſtors among us, from whoſe hands every 
perſon may without ſeruple receive all the Sacraments 
of the Church. | 

But for the Church of Rowe, how unſafe is the Civil 
Government among them ? not to-mention the —_— 
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of depoſing Princes, for which I refer you to my former 


Letter ; What a ſecurity does the Exemption of Clerks 
from the Civil Courts in caſes criminal, give to looſe 


- and debauched Church-men ; and what diſturbance muſt 


this breed toa Common wealth ? The denying the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate power to make Laws that concern Reli- 
gion, or oblige Churchmen, takes away a great deal of 
his Rights; for ſcarce any Law can be made but wrang- 
ling and ill-natur'd Churchmen, may draw it within 
ſome head of Religion, And that this was frequently 
done in former Ages, al! that have read Hiſtory know. 
The quarrels that were in the beginning of this Cen- 
tury between the Pope and the Republick of Yenice were 
a freſh Evidence of it. 

But for theEccleſiaftical Government, they have ſpoſl. 
ed it inall the partsof it. The Pope has aſfumed a pow- 
er of ſo vaſtan extent, and foarbitrary 2 nature, that all 
the ancient Canons are thrown out of doprs by uy. We 
know that originally the Biſhops of Rome were looked on 
by the reſt of the Church, es their Colleagues and fcl» 
low Biſhops. The Dignizy of rhe City made the Seq 
more remarkable ; and the belief of St. Peters havin 
founded it , with his ſuffering Maxtrydom there, wir 
St. Paul, made it much hogoused:; fo that when the 
Empire became Chriſtian, then the Dignity of the Im+ 
perial Ciry made the Bilbop of Rowe be acknowledged 
the firſt Patsiarch.. From this beginning they aroſe by 
many degrees to the height of pretending to 4 Supremacy 
both Civil and Spiritual; and then they not Only re- 
ceived appeals, which was all they et; fixt pretended: to, 
but fee up Legantine Courts. every where, mads the Bi- 
ſhops ſwear Obedience and Homage to them, 30g the 
Arch.Biſhops receive the Pall from theiy bands, ia, Gign 
of their dependanse on them: Exempted, Manakeeries', 


and 
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and other Clarks from Epiſcopal Juriſdition, broke all 
the Laws of the Church by their Difpenſations : So 
that no ſhaddow of the primitive Government does now 
remain. And though Gregory the Great wrote with as 
much indignation agaialt the Title of Univer/at Biſhop, 
as ever any Proteſtant did; yet his Succeſſors, have ſince 
afſumed both the Name and thing. And to that height 
of Inſolence, has this riſen, that 1a the Council of Trexr, 
allche Papal Party oppoſed the Decree that was put in, 
for declaring Biſhops to have their Juriſdiions by Divine 
Right. The Court Party not being aſhamed to affirm, 
that all Juriſdiction was by Divine Righe only in the 
Pope; and inthe other Bifhops, as the Delegates of the 
Apoftolick See ; and they were in this too hard for the 
other Party. Sothat now a Biſhep, who by the Divine ap- 
pointment ought to feed the Flock, can do no more in 
thar, then as the Pope gives him leave. The greateſt 
part of the Priefts have no dependence on their Biſhops. 
The Monks, Fryars, and Feſa4ts, being immediately ſubor- 
cinate toi the Pope ; fo that they do what they pleaſe, 
knowing they can juſtifie any thing at Rowe, and they 
fear no Cenſure any where elſe. © 

From this ſo many abufes have crept in, and the Ca- 
noniſts: have found out, 16 many devices to make thent 
Legal, that there-is nohope of Reforming thel® at Rome. 
The whole: State of Cardinak is one great Corruption, 
who, from being Originally the: Pariſh Priefts of Rowe, 
and founder all Bifhops,. have raifed themſelves ſo high 
that 'they do! now- trample 6n'che whole Order; and 

erend to ary Equativy with Princes. The giving Bene- 
20m to Children, the unlimicte& Plurality -of- Benefices 
mone. Perſons; rhe Comendam's, -the- reſerved Penſions, 
with many other ſuch like, are pro, as well as late Cor- 
tiprions..' And no wonder if a} men deſpair of Reform- 
; wg 


—  —— 
DR I nmr nan nr Eg nn nt Rr nn ne 


| ( 22 ) 
ing the Court-of Rome, when theſe abuſts are become 
neceſſary to ir,by which the greatneſs of the Cardinals and 
the other Officers, oc Miniſters there,1s kept up. 

I nced not mention the grols ;m29ny of that Court, 
where all the world knows, every thing may be had 
for money. The Popes themſ:lves, are oiten Choſen by 
theſe Arts: and if their own Rules be true, ſuch EleRi- 
ons, wich every thing that follows on them are void. 
The Iafinite Swarmes of the Inferiour Clergy, do plainly 
drive a S.omiacal Trade, by the Maſſes they ſay for De- 

rted Souls, for Money. And for Publick Pennance, 
they have Univerſally let it fall, inſtead whereof private 
Pennance is now in uſe. Andif rheir own Writers ſay 
true, this is made an Engine to ſerve other ends, when 
by enjoyning ſlight and eifie Pennances, they draw the 
People after them; upon which the Jeluites have been 
loudly accuſed, theſe Forty Years laſt paſt. In Sum, 
all the Corruptions or rather defeQts, that are in the Go- 
vernment of our Church, are wy ſuch as they brought 
in and have not met yet with ſuch effeCtual remedies, 
as muſt cure the Church of theſe inveterate Diſtempers, 
their ill ConduGt did caſt her into. | 

If any of that Party will review theſe Particulars, and 
fo far truſt their own Reaſons, as to judge according to 
the plaineſt Evidence, they cannot reſiſt the convittion 
that they muſt needs meet with : when they ſee the fim- 
plicity of our Faith, the Morality of our Do&Qtrine, the 
Purity of our Worſhip, -and our Primitive Government ; 
and compare it with their vaſt Superfetation of Articles of 
Faith, the Immorality of their Rules of living, the Su- 
perftition, if not Idolatry of their Worſhip, and the 
moſt extravagant Innoyations in Government, that -are 
in the Church of Rome. ' 

And indeed theſe things are io clear that Ac 
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reſiſt the force of ſo much plain truth, if it were. not 
for ſome prejudices, with which they are 6 fetcered, rhat 
they cannot examine matters with that freedom of mind, 
that is neceſſary. Therefore much care muſt be taken, ro 
clear theſe, in the moſt familiar and demonſtrative man- 
ner that is poſſible. : 

They may be reduced to thefe Five chief Ones. Firft, 
Thar the true Church cannot Err. Secondly, That out 
of the true Church there is no falvation. Thirdly, That 
the cafe of the Chutch of Roz: is much fafer rhah ours 
is ; fince the Church of Fx2land po a poſſibi- 
lity of ſalvation in the Church of Rome ; which they on 
the other hand deny to the Church of Eng{anud. Foarthly, 
Thac unleſs there be a Supreme Judg ſet up, we can be 
* ſureof nothing in Religion, but muſt fall into many Fa- 
Ctions and Parties. And Fifty, That the Reformation was 
but a Novelty begun in the former Age, and carried on 
inthis Nation, out: of an ill defiga; and managed with 
much Sacriledge: 

The Firſt of theſe ſeemed thieceſſary to be.cleared in 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe,and I am deceived if it was 
not done convincingly, And for the Second we agree 
to it, That out of the true Church there is no Salvation. 

But then the Queſtion comes, What makes one 4 
Member of the true Church ? The Scriptures call the 
Church the Boay of Chriſt 5 of which he is the Head. Eph.1.22,23- 
So then whoever are joined to Chriſt according to the 
Goſpel, muſt be within the true Church. But the deceit 
that lies hid under this, is, That from hence they fancy 
that the Unity of the Church, does conſiſt in an out- 
ward Communion with the See of Rowe. And upon 
thar they calculate, that there muſt be an Unity in the 
Bady of the Church : And that cannot be, except all 
be joined to the See of Rowe. Now, we grant _ is 
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but one Church, but this Unity conliſts not in an Out- 
ward Communion, though that is much to be delired, 
but conſiſts inan Unity of Belief, about the eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity. 

There is nothing more evident, than, that even ac- 


cording to their own Principles, other Churches are nor 


bound upon the hazard of Damnation to hold Cqmmu- 
nion with the See of Rome; for it 1s not” an Article of 
Faith, nor certain according to their own Dotrine, 
That the Pope is Infallible : And except that were'cer- 
tain, we cannot be obliged to hold Communion under 
ſucha Sanion with that See. For if it be poſſible that a 
Pope may become an Heretick or Schiſmatick ( which 
many of them confeſs, and all agree that the contrary is 
not of Faith, ) then other Churches are not in that caſe 
obliged to hold Communion with that See. If therefore 
the poſſibility of Error in that See be acknowledged, 
then holding Communion with it, cannot be the meaſure 
of the Unity of the Church. So we bring it tothis Ifſue, 
It is not -Hereſie to ſay, The Pope may Err: Therefore 
this is nojuſt prejudice againſt our Church, becauſe we 
have departed from Communion with him, when he 
impoſed his Errors on us. So all the high things they 
boaſt of that See, come to nothing, except they ſay, 
This Propoſition is of Faith, That the Pope is Infallible. 
And for theſe Meetings that they call General Councils; 
they were at beſt but the Councilsof the Weſter Patriar- 
chate artificially packt, and managed with much Art; 
as appears even from Cardinal Palavicini's Hiſtory of the 
Council of Trev?. 

For the Third Prejudice, It is the moſt diſingenuous 
thing that can be ; Becauſe our Church is charitable, and 
modeft in her Cenſures, and theirs is yncharitable, and 
cruel in her Judgments; therefore to conclude, That Com- 
munton 
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munion with them is ſafer, than with us. If confidence, 
and Preſumprion, Noiſe, and Arrogance, are the marks 
to judge a Church by, we muſt yield tothem in thele : 
but if Truth, and Peace, Charity and holy Dottrines , 
be the better Standards, then we are as ſure, that our 
Communion is much ſafer; - Let this Rule be applied to 
the other concernsot human life, and it will appear how 
ridiculous .an abuſe it is to take meaſures from ſo falſe 
a Standard.. If a man were ſick, the Queſtion comes, 
W hether he ſhall uſe an approved Phyſitian, or a Monte- 
banks, On the one hand, the Montebank lays, He will 
certainly cure him, and the Doctors will undoubt- 
edly kill him. Oathe other hand, the Door modeſtly 
lays, he will undertake nothing, but will do the beſt 
he can ; and for the Montebank he tells him, It is very 
dangerous to truſt to him, though he will not deoy bur 
ſomerimes great cures are done by them. The Inſolence 
of the Montebank will never carry it againſt a Doftors 
modeſty, but among weak and credulous People ; and 
ſuch muſt they alſo be, whoare taken with this Monte- 
bankry in Religion. 
' But if chis be taken to pieces, the folly of it will yet 
appear more manifeſt. For Firſt, the reaſon we give 
for a poſſibility of Salvation in the Church of Rome. is, 
becauſe we look on ſuch and ſuch things as the Eſſen- 
rials of Chriſtianity, which are yet -retained in that 
Church : And either this Reaſoning is true or falſe. If 
it be true, then it is as true, that we may be ſaved , 
who retain theſe Eſſentials of Chriſtianity :* If it is falle, 
then no Inference can be drawn from it. S:coxaly, Though 
we yield a poſlibility of Salvation in that Church , we. 
declare that they are in great danger, by many opinions 
among them, which if fully nnkerfioed and believed , 
do even vitiate the Eſſentials of Chriſtanity ; parti- 
D 2 cularly 
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cularly that Foundation of Religion, The Covenant be- 
tween God and thozough Chriſt, formerly inſiſted 
on. So that we declaring a Certajnty of Salvation to 


thoſe who ſincerely follow the rules of our Church, and - 


2 greatdanger inthoir Church, the preferring their Com- 
munign to ours, upon this accofiat,is,as unreatonable, as to 
fleep withoux {burtio our Doors, becaule it is poſſible 
we ſhall not be robbed, in {0 doing : Or when we are at 
Sez to. prefer a Cock-boat toa good clean Ship. Theſe are 
ſuch abſurdities, that an ordinary meaſure of weakneſs 
gannot ſwallow them down, 'Third/y, We are not ſo 
forward as they imagine in yielding a poflibilicy of Salva- 
tion in their Church. For our conceſſion amounts ra- 
ther tothis, that we do not deny it, than that we poſitively 
affirm it : And therefore they have no reaſon to draw 
theſe advantages from it. 

4. & great differences tobe made between what God 
in the Infivitenels of his mercy may do, and what he is 
bound to by the Covenant made with man in the Gol- 
pel ; for the former we acknowledg, it is impoſſible to 
fix the limits of that mercy which is as far aboye our 
thoughts, as the Heavens are above the Earth. And. 
how far it extentlsto all {iacere minds, we are not ſo 
preſumptuous as to define ; therefore we will not Damn 
at pleaſure, as they do, but we do aſſert, Their Church 
is guiky of ſuch groſs Corruptions, by which the vitals 


of Religion are vitiated, that they have not that reaſon- 


ro claim the Mercies of the Goſpel due by that Cove- 
nant. 
5. The Church of Roxze has a dark and fair fide; the 


dark fide 1s, what the true conſequence of their Opini-. 


ons is, the fair ſide 15, what ſome witty men have deviſed 
to palliate theſe corruptions with, and to deceive the 
Vulgar by. We. know many of that Communion, ei- 
ther 
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ther do not at all knew theſe corrupt Nofrines, or 
have ſuch a fair repreſentation made of them, that the 
are thereby both more eafily and mare innaccntly miſled. 
From hence it is that we are inclined ro hope more cha- 
ritably concerning ſome, that are abuſed by them. Bur 
for thoſe that have examineg things more tully, or that 
having been bred among us, yer rejet the Truch, and 
0 over to them, we are fot {ſo much enclined to bave 

good hopes of them, as they imagine : $o this is a 
weak and ill grounded conceit un all the parts af ir. 

The Fourth Prejudice, is concerning the neceſſity of 
Submitting to ſome Common Judg, of diltraſting our 
own reaſons, and believiag the Church, without which 
there mult be many Secs and Diviſions : and this they 
aggravate from the many different Parties that are a- 
mong us, ; 

But theſe are only ſpecious pretences to deceive weak 
people by. For Firſt, IFict is necefiary that there be a 
Common Judg, it is moſt neceſſary- that it be known, 
who this Judg is, otherwiſe it is to no purpole to talk 
ofa Judge, if they cannot point him our. This is like 
him that came todiſcover a huge Treaſure that he knew 
was hid under ground ; but being asked in what place 
| was? he an{wered he did not know that : and he be- 
lieved no body elſe knew. Some fay the Pope is the 
Judge, others as confidemly, that the Council is Judge 
even without the Pope, others think it is ſure work to 
{ay, the Pope and Council together : and others ſay the 
Body of the Church ſpread over the World. 

For the Popes, ſome of them have been condemned 
for Hereſie, and others for making Schilin ; many of 
them have been moſt horrid men : they are generally ig- 
norant in. Divinuy , being for moſt part bred wy 

aw 
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Law : fo that a great part of their own Church rejeats 
the Popes Infallibility. 

For Councils, they have had none theſe 115 years, 
and the laſt was fo over-ruled by the Popes, that no 
other .has been deſired lince : ſo that if either a Coun- 
cil without the Pope, or with him, be the Infallible 
Judge they have loſt their infallibility ; and except a 
Council were conſtantly fitting, they can ſhew no living 
and ſpeaking Judg. $2 that either this is not neceſſary 
tO a Church, or otherwiſe they are not a compleat 
Church. And for the Body of the Church, how ſhall 
a man find out their ſenſe, unleſs garhered together in- 
ſome Aſſembly ? or muſta Man go over Chriſtendome, 
and gather the Suffrages of all the Paitors of the Church ? 
Upon the whole matrer it 1s plain that after all their 
Canting abqut the Church, they mult ſay, that ir is of 
Faith that the Pope is Infallible, otherwiſe they have no 
Infallible Judg, and ſince a Council cannot be called 
but by the Pope, what ever Authority the Council has 
it can never be exerciſed, but by the Popes leave. 

And for all the fad conſequences they ſay, follow the 
want of a Common infallible Judg, it appears they are un- 
der them as well as we ; but with this difterence, that we 
plainly acknowledg, we have none, but do the beſt w& 
can without one: But they, as they have none, no more 
than we, yet are under the Tyranny of one, and though 
they are not bound to believe him Infallible, yet are as 
much enſlaved to him, and obliged to obey him, as if he 
were really exempted from all poſſibility of Erring. So 
that in ſhort, they are ſlaves and we are freemen. And 
for theſe ill conſequences, they are, we confels, unavoi- 
dable; for which we have very good Authority, from 
his words, who on all ſides is ochowindind ow In- 
:llible 
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fallible, that ſaid, Wo be to the World for ſcandals, for Mat 18.9. 


it is neceſſary that ſcandals do come. 

But to diſcuſs this ObjeQtion, which works much on 
Ignorant people, let it be conſidered that fin and Error 
are the two things , that do chiefly croſs the defign of 
the Goſpel : and of theſe two, fin, is the more dangerous 
and deſtrudtive : ſince there is great reaſon to hope that 
Error cannot be ſofatal, whenirt infeAs a mind that is 0- 
therwiſe ſincere, as Sin, which clearly defaces the Image 
of God in the Soul. We ought not therefore to expeCt 
that the Goſpel, ſhould give any further ſecurity againſt 
Error, than it gives againſt Sin: On the contrary we 
ſhould rather expe@ a further ſecurity from Sin, becauſe 
it is moſt hurtful. But all the Proviſion made againſt 
Sin, is this, that 1n the Scriptures we are warned of the 
evil of jt, and are direCted to ſuch methods, and have 
the promiſes of ſuch Aſſiſtance, that if we uſe our endea- 
vour, we ſhall not be overcome by fin, nor periſh in it : 
$9 as to Error, we have the ſame ſecurity. The Goſ- 
pel affords usa very clear light for direQting our Belief 
in the moſt important things, which if we ſtudy with 
due humility, and ſincerity, imploring God for the grace 
of his holy Soirit, for our inſtruQtion, we ſhall be pre- 
ſerved from Error. And thus the ſame provifion is made 
againſt Error, that is againſt Sin. And we have no rea- 
ſon to expe more. And as it were not fit, that Salva- 
tion ſhould be offered without obliging men to uſe their 
utmolt endeavours, ſo it were_not fit to give ſuch an ea- 
ſie Remedy againſt Error, as that a man ſhould not need 
ro employ his reaſon to diſcover Truth, and avoid Mi- 


ſtakes. If or Goſpel be alſo hid, it is hid in them that 2 Cor. 3. 


periſh. Therefore that our Searches after Truth, may 
be both encouraged and rewarded, God ſets it before us 
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Law : ſo that a great part of their own Church reje&s 
the Popes Infallibility. 

For Councils, they have had none theſe 115 years, 
and the laſt was ſo over-ruled by the Popes, that no 
other .has been deſired ſince : ſo that if either a Coun- 
cil without the Pope, or with him, be the Infallible 
fudge they have loft their infallibility ; and except a 
Council were conſtantly ſitting, they can ſhew no living 
and ſpeaking Judg. $2 that either this is not neceſſary 
to a Church, or otherwiſe they are not a compleat 
Church. And for the Body of the Church, how ſhall 
a man find out their ſenſe, unleſs garhered together in 
ſome Aſſembly ? or muſta Man go over Chriſtendome, 
and gather the Suffrages of all the Paitors of the Church ? 
Upon the whole- matter it is plain that after all their 
Canting abqut the Church, they mult ſay, that it is of 
Faith that the Pope is Infallible, otherwiſe they have no 
Infallible Judg, and ſince a Council cannot be called 
but by the Pope, what ever Authority the Council has 
it can never be exerciſed, but by the Popes leave. 

And for all the fad conſequences they ſay, follow the 
want of a Common infallible Judg, it appears they are un- 
der them as well as we ; but with this difference, that we 
plainly acknowledg, we have none, but do the beſt w# 
can without one: But they, as they have none, no more 
than we, yet are under the Tyranny of one, and though 
they are-not bound to believe him Infallible, yet are as 
much enſlaved to him, and obliged to obey him, as if he 
were really exempted from all poſſibility of Erring. So 
that in ſhort, they are ſlaves and we are freemen. And 
for theſe ill conſequences, they are, we confeſs, unavoi- 
dable; for which we have very good Authority, from 
his words, who on all ſides is cchnowindand m_ In- 
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fallible, that faid, Wo be ro the World for ſcandals, for Mate 18.9. 
it is neceſſary that ſcandals do come. 

But to diſcuſs this Objetion, which works much on 
Ignorant people, let it be conſidered that fin and Error 
are the two things , that do chiefly croſs the defign of 
the Goſpel : and of theſe two, ſin, is the more dangerous 
and deſtructive : fince there is great reaſon to hope that 
Error cannot be ſo fatal, whenit infets a mind that is 0- 
therwiſe ſincere, as Sin, which clearly defaces the Image © 
of God in the Soul. We ought not therefore to expeCt 
that the Goſpel, ſhould give any further ſecurity againſt 
Error, than it gives againſt Sin: On the contrary we 
ſhould rather expect a further ſecurity from Sin, becauſe 
it is moſt hurtful. But all the Proviſion made againſt 
Sin, is this, that 1n the Scriptures we are warned of the 
evil of jt, and are direCted to ſuch methods, and have 
the promiſes of ſuch Afliſtance, that if we uſe our endea- 
vour, we {hall not be overcome by fin, nor periſh in it : 
$9 as to Error, we have the ſame ſecurity. The Gol: 
pel affords usa very clear light for direQting our Belief 
in the moſt important things, which if we ſtudy with 
due humility, and ſincerity, imploring God for the grace 
of his holy Soirit, for our inſtrution, we ſhall be pre- 
ſerved from Error. And thus the ſame proviſion is made 
againſt Error, that is againſt Sin. And we have no rea- 
ſon to expe more. And as it were not fit, that Salva- 
tion ſhould be offered without obliging men to uſe their 
utmolt endeavours, ſo it were_not fit to give ſuch an ea- 
ſie Remedy againſt Error, as that a man ſhould not need 
to employ his reaſon to diſcover Truth, and avoid Mi- 
ſtakes. If our Goſpel be alſo hid, it is hid in them that 2 Cor. 3. 
periſh. Therefore that our Searches after Truth, may 
be both encouraged and rewarded, God ſets it before us 
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mm (uch a Liphr, that it is our own fault if we do not ſee 


and follow it. But if men will either blindly give them- 
ſelves up, to the condutt of ſuch Guides, whoſe inte- 
reſt it is topniſſead them, which is the caſe of the Church of 
Rome ; or out of humour, or other baſe ends, will invent 
or follow ſome erroneous Tenets, as other Hereticks do, 
they have themſelves toblame ; and ſhall bear their 0a n 
| 4 pc but they have no reaſon to caſt the fault upon 
God, or accuſe the Scriptures, of Darkneſs, or DefeQve- 
neſs, in theſe things that are neceſſary to Salvation. 

| come now to the laſt Prejudice, which will require 
a fuller Diſcuſſion, becauſe ir relates ro matter of Fatt : 
which as it 15 better underſtood, {a it makes deeper Im- 
preſfions on people, that are not ſo much uy t on by 
ſpeculative points, as by theſe things that fall under 
their ſenſes. . 

They firſt except to the Novelty of our Reformati- 
on, and always inſult with this Queſtion, Where was 
your Religion before Luther * Tothis, theſe things are to 
be oppoſed. Firff, we turn back the Queſtion, and ask 
them where was their Religion the firſt ſix hundred 
years after Chriſt ? Where was the Worſhip of Images, 
the DoCtrine of the Corporal Preſence, of Redeeming 
out of Purgatory, of Depoſing Princes, and of the Wor- 
ſhipping Saints, -before the Eighth Century ? If the Re- 
formation be now to be condemned, becauſe of its No- 
velty, theſe things were then to be as much condemned, 
becauſe they were then Novelties. 

Secondly. Tf the Reformation had _ in any new 
Do@rine, its Novelty were indeed a juſt Prejudice a- 
gain(t it: but it was only the throwing out of theſe Cor- 
raytions which had been brought in, in fome dark and 
Ignorant Ages. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly. The DoQtrine of the Reformed Church; is- 
no other than what Chriit and 'his Apoltles raught ; and. 
what the Church believed for many Ages atrer them. 
And as to the Poſitive part of it, it has been (till held by 
the Church of Rome, and is yet acknowledged by them : 
but with ſo many Additions, that there was a Nece(li- 
ty of Reforming theſe: And this is often co be inculca- 
ted in them, that there is no Article of Faith, nor any 
other material point of Religion, among us that is con- 
demned by the Church of Kome. They only blame us 
becauſe we do not in many other points believe as rhey 
do: and this we ought not to do, unleſs we could ſee 
an equal Authority binding us to all alike. 

Another Exception is, that in the Reformation we 
madea Schiſm,and broke the Unity of theChurch, whereas 
if there had been any things amitls inthe Church, they lay 
the Reformers ſhould have endeavoured to remove 
them, without tearing the Body of Chriſt in pieces, 

But in anſwer to- this, we acknowledg it the things 
complained of, could have been continued: without ling 
they ought not to have departed from the Communion 
of other Churches : but when the publick Lirurgi-s and 
the Worſhip was found to befull of ſuch Corr-1ptions; 
that without Tdolatry and Superſtition, they could be no 
longer kept up, then it was not time to ſtay tfor-the-let 
ſure of their Neighbouring Churches. | 

Yet if there had been any probable hopes, that the 
See of Rome, would have concurred in ſuch a Reforina- 
tion, it had been worth ſtaying for, as long, as was poſ- 
ſible. Bur'when it wag on the contrary, appareac, chat 
all the moſt juſt Remonſtrances made to that Court, 
were anſwered at beſt with delays and Excuſes, -if rot 
with Excommunications and = cenlures; they ! wy 
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no reaſon to expe any concurrence from thence: So 
the caſe being thus put, that they diſcovered'{uch'Cor-. 
ruptions in the Worſhip of God, with which they could 
not comply any longer; either they were ovliged to 
Worſhip God againſt their Conſciences, or to lay aſide 
all publick Worſhip, or elſe to caſt out theſe Corrupti- 
ons by a Reformation. Let any man of good reafon 
judge, whether the laſt of theſe was not to be cho- 
en ! 

There *was- no Obligation lying on this; Church to 
wait for the _= of the Court of Rowe, or our 
neighbouring Churches in this matter. We are a free 
and Independent Church: we owe a charitable and 
neighbourly Correſpondence to. forreign Churches 3* but 
we are ſubje& to-none of them. And accotding to the 
exprefs-Decifion of one of the fixſt General Councils, -in 
the like caſe, we were no way ſubordinate to the Sce-of 
Rome, even as it was the Patriarchate of the Weſt. 
Themſelves do confeſs that it is no Herelie to: ſay, That 
See is fallible: and'therefore we were: not : 
dance attendance at that Court , when -we difcavered 
the Corruptions, with 'whicl? it had deceived! the 
Werld ; but might in our National or ProvinciabSyneds 
at home , examine: and Reform whatever errors. were 
among-us. Andthermulutudeof: thoſe who-hdld rhaks 
errors, could be no juſt ground: for delaying-any advan- 
ees towardsa Reformation ;/no more than-auvthe .ancitnt 
Church, the: Orthodox 1Biſhops: when choſgneintoia See 
eorcupted with. Arrianifon;i were obliged» bane riuin 
Contagi | ty Ipready co: make/no-atterjats 
toward Reformarion:: | | ny 
- They-Except further, 'That the '/Reformationiwas be- 
gun here by-2-watious: Prince, an 
2” 2 w 
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who partly out of revenge, becauſe the Pope would not 
grant his deſire about the Divorce of his Queen, and 

rtly to enrich himſelf and his Courtiers with the fale 
of A lands did ſuffer theſe Do&rins firſt ro take 
head here: and therefore they can have no good opinion 
of any thing that came from ſo wicked a man, and upon 
ſuch ill motives, pp 

If this be a good Argument againſt the Reformation, 
it was as _ againſt Chriſtiancy upon Conſt antine's 
turnjng Chriſtian; for the Heathen Writers repreſent 
him puith as black a charaRer as they can do King Henry. 
But we mult not think ill of every thing that is done 
by a bad man, and upon aa ill Principle : Otherwiſe it 
we had lived in Fehs's days, the ſame Plea would have 
been as ſtrong, for Teapong up:the Idolatry of Baa/: ſince 
Jehs had in a very ere manner yed'it : and 
yet God rewarded him for what he had done. 

But whatever might have been King Hexry's ſecret 
motives, his proceedings were regular and juſtifiable. 
He found himſelf married to her that had' been his own 
Brothers Wife.,, contrary to the expreſs words of the 
Law of God. The Popes Legat, and his own Confeſſor 
and all the Biſhops of Englow (except one) thought his 
ſcruples were well grounded. Upon which accordi 
to the ſuperſtition of that time, he made his applicati- 
09s to the Court of Rowe-for:& Divorce : which were at 
firſt well received, and a Bull was granted. Afterwards 
ſame defeQs being found in: that, a more ample one was 
deſired, which was allo granted : and Legats were ap- 
.pointed.to tny the matter. Bur the Pope foonafter turn- 
ed over to.the Emperors Party, whoſe Auar the Queen 
was.: and was thereupon prevailed with, to recal the 
Legats Commilſion, deſtroy - Bull, and cite the King 
2 to 
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to: appear at Roe, whereall things and perſons were at 
the Emperors devotion. Uponall this, the King did ex« 
poſtulate with the Pope, that either his bufin-1s was juſt; 
or unjuſt : if it was juſt why did he recall what he had 
granted, and pur him oft with ſuch- delays. If it was 
not-juſt, why did-he ar fixſt grant the Bull for the Di- 
vorce. This was unanſ{werable, but the Pope did ſtill ſeed 
him with falle hopes, yet would do nothing. Upon 
which he conſulted the chief Univerſities, and the moſt 
learned men in Chriftendom,about his Marriage. Twelve 
famous Univerſities, and above an hundred learnt Do- 
Qors, did declare under their hands and Seals ( ſome wri- 
ting larger Treatiſes about it) that his Marriage was a» 
gainſt the Law of God. And that in that caſe the Popes 
Diſpenſation, which had allowed the Marriage, was void 
ef it ſelf. So after the King had been kept in ſuſpence 
from Decemb-r 1527 till February 1534. above fix years, 
he ſet his Divines to examin what authority the Pope 
had in Erglard, either by the Law of God, or the pra- 
.Qice of the Primitive Church, or the Law of the Land, 
andafrer a long and -accurate ſearch, they found He had 
no authority ar all in Eng/ans, neither by. the Laws of 
God, of the Church, nor of the Land: - fo this Deciſion 
was. not made. raſhly, nor of.a ſudden. | 


The Popes Authority being thus caſt off, "it was Na. 
tural in the next place to Conſider, what Do&rines were 
then-held in Exg/axd, upon no other grounds-than Papal 
Decrees. For it was abſurd to reject the Popes power ; 
and yet to retain: theſe Opinions, which had no better 
Foundation than his Authority, Upon this many of the 
things, which had been for ſome Ages received 'in'the 
Church -of Rowe, fell :under- debate: - And, a great 
| 2 1 many 
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many particulars were reformed. Yet, that King was - 
{> leayened with the Old Superſtitian, that the progreis 
ofthe Reformation, was but ſlow during, his Reign.. 
Bur it wascarried. on to a further perfeQtion, under King 
Edward, and Queen Elizabeth. In all their Methods of 

roceeding, there, is nothing chat can be reaſonably cen. 

ured : /if-iz be; confeſſed thay. the Pope is not lafallibl-, 
and 'the whole Church of Rame, acknowledg;s that it is. 
no Hereſie $0 deny his-lafallibiluy. 


- i And for the- Sile.ofthe Abby-lands, . they only ſpoiled 
the; ſpoilers. For' the-Monks, and Fryers, had pur theſe - 
publick' cheats on the Nation, of Redeeming Souls our 
of em gps going on Pilgrimages, with the worſhip 
of Saints, and Images, which were infuſed. inthe vulgar, 
by many lying Stories, Precondedl. /Apparitipns, the falſe 
ſhew of Miracles, with other ſuch like .Arts, . And the 
credulous and ſuperſtitious Multitudes were thereby 
wrought on , to en:low theſe Houſes with their be 
Lands, and adorn their Churches with their Place and 
richeſt Furniture. It was not to be expeCted that when 
their Impoſtures were diſcovered, they ſhould enjoy the 
ſpoil they had made by them : nor was it for the pab- 
lick intereſt of the Nation, to give ſuch encouragement 
ro idleneſs, as the converting all theſe Houſes to Founda- 
tions for an unattive life would have been. Many of 
them were appliedto good Uſes, Biſhopricks, Cathedral 
' and Callegiat Churches, Hoſpitals, and free Schools : 
And more of them ought indeed to have been cenverted 
to theſe ends: But the exceſſes of King Hemry, and his 
Courtiers muſt not-be charged on the Reformers ; who 
did all they could corhinder them: 


And 


(36) 

And thusall theſe prejudices with whiclthe Yulgar 
are miſled, appearto-be very unjuſt, 'and ill grounded. 
In concluſion, If by theſe or ſuch- like conſiderations, 
any that are now of that Communion, can be brought 
to mind —_— in earneſt, conlideringie, asa Deſign 


to ſave their Souls, by makiay them truly pureand holy ; 
and fo recontiſin;itlenn to God througly Chriſt ; And 
if they will exatmne Matters without Partiality, ſeeking 
the truth and reſolving to follow it, wherever they 
find it ; and joyn with their Enquiries, earneſt Prayers 
to God, the Feather of lights,” to 1 cheir' ; and 

nt them his Holy Spirit, to lead them intoalleruth ; 
there is little doubt to be made, but the gteat Evidence 
that is in Truth, willin duetime appear ſo clear to them 
as to diſſipate all theſe miſts, which Education, implicite 
Faith, and Superſtition have raiſed, by which theyhave 
hitherto darkened. "7 "08 


